procured for further analysis in the laboratory. Upon examination of the general morphology of the specimen, we determined it to be a Redbanded Rockfish, typical in all aspects of S. babcocki with the exception of coloration (i.e., essentially uniformly red and lacking vertical red and white banding). The rockfish measured 557 mm TL, 546 mm FL, and 465 mm SL, and weighed 2564.0 g when fresh. The fish was a mature male and possessed a large genital papilla. Counts were: D XIII, 14; A III, 7; Pectoral L 9/18, R 8/18 (unbranched rays/total rays); Gill rakers L 9+22531, R 8+21529. The age was estimated to be 57 years from otoliths using the break and burn method (D. Pearson, NOAA, NMFS, pers. comm.). The general morphology of the preopercular bone was typical for the species; the third spine is acutely hooked downward in S. babcocki ( Fig. 2) , a condition we know of in only one other species, the Semaphore Rockfish, S. melanosema.
Correct identification of any fish species is extremely important due to the implications it may have in fisheries management. The species compositions determined during routine sampling of market categories are used to estimate total landings of component species. These estimates, along with biological information collected with each species, such as length and age composition, are utilized in stock assessments. Because individual species often have different quotas and fishing regulations, accurate identification is critical to the regulatory process. For instance, a number of red-colored rockfishes fall under the category of shelf rockfishes while Redbanded Rockfish is categorized as a slope species. The misidentification of a quota-managed species could result in delayed fishery closures (Faunce, 2011) .
